Distance Learning Work Session

Summary of Discussion Points

March 26, 2009
Breakout Session 1 – Rigor: Digital Curriculum for Differentiated Instruction

Session 1 focused on the Division’s deployment of Apex Learning at the Division’s high schools and a pilot of Rosetta Stone at Walton Middle School. Apex Learning is an online learning solution for credit recovery, remediation, distance learning, and exam preparation. Rosetta Stone is a second language acquisition solution that uses an immersion strategy to surround students with real-life images and voices of native speakers of the target language, without the need for translation or memorization. 

· It is predicted that by 2020, 50% of high school students will be taking at least one class online. 
· Apex Learning is being used at the high schools and the Enterprise Center, primarily for credit recovery. 
· A student participant spoke about how he was failing history, but was able to recover a full credit, at his own pace, using Apex. 

· Although online, teachers need to supervise students and be available to answer questions. 
· Apex assesses student placement in the system using a diagnostic test. 
· Students must master material (80% pass rate) in order to move on to new material. 
· Some students use Apex to get ahead on accruing credits. 
· Rosetta Stone is being used at Walton; 30 languages are available. 
· Students practice their language on their own. 

· Student speaking is analyzed by the software. 

· One student is using Rosetta Stone to learn Japanese independently at home.

· Some ESOL students are using Rosetta Stone to learn English.

· Rosetta Stone uses a dynamic immersion process in which students see pictures and hear descriptions in the target language.

· One student commented, “Apex changed my life.”
· Students have a sense of ownership. 

· Apex maps to state curriculum. 

· Apex costs $125 per seat, per course. 
· We should investigate the use of Rosetta Stone at the elementary level. 
· The site license for Walton for Rosetta Stone costs approximately $6,000. 
Breakout Session 2 – Relevance: Personally Relevant Electronic Paths to Excellence

Session 2 focused on a variety of additional eLearning opportunities, including Virtual Virginia, BlackBoard, Interactive Video, and Outreach. Virtual Virginia offers online AP and world language courses to students across the commonwealth and nation. BlackBoard is a courseware application used by colleges across the county, and by many of our teachers, to extend access to classroom resources beyond the school and school day. Outreach is a web-based communication and collaboration tool included in SchoolNet.

· BlackBoard provides a way for teachers to put syllabus/classroom materials online and supports online discussion, extending and enhancing classroom experiences. 

· BlackBoard provides 24/7 access to class materials, grades, and discussions. 

· Murray High School uses BlackBoard extensively and every student has access to a laptop. 

· Students like having all of their work in one place. 
· SchoolCenter can provide some level of similar access. 

· There are currently 3,600 BlackBoard users in our schools. 
· SchoolNet and Google also provide platforms to create collaborative work spaces. 
· BlackBoard can also be used to host virtual classes. 
· Virtual Virginia is a distance delivery model provided by the Virginia Department of Education. 
· A student who is taking Calculus online commented that it would be nice to have more interaction with a teacher due to the difficulty of the class. 

· Virtual Virginia provides15 seats per course, per school, and AP courses are free if students are participating in the early college scholars program. 

· Online delivery can also be used for professional development. 

· Teachers seemed more enthused about new features of SchoolNet, such as the parent portal. 

· We could probably have an entire work session on just SchoolNet. 
· We need to reduce the variance in use of these resources in classrooms throughout the county. 
· Support for use of these resources needs to be included in our coaching model. 
Breakout Session 3 – Relationships: Pedagogy Empowered by Digital Technologies

Session 3 explored how new technologies—hardware and software applications, including netbooks, iPods, social networking, flexbooks, open source curriculum, and online collaboration—are changing how teachers and students work and interact in classrooms.

· There are risks involved in opening up access: viruses, dangers associated with some social networking. 

· Third graders demonstrated their math wikispaces. 
· The students and teachers are excited about learning through technology. 

· Students loved putting up their work and seeing what teachers and other students had to say about it. 
· Some middle schools are using audio book devices (e.g., books on MP3 players called “Playaways”). 
· Some high school teachers are developing flexbooks (i.e., electronic collaborative textbooks that function somewhat like Wikipedia, with multiple teachers adding content to a shared resource). 
· Our adoption of learning resources needs to keep up with these new resources. 
· CATEC is using Google docs to collaborate. 
· Keeping text and textbooks up to date (in print) is a challenge.

· We need to find ways for all students to access these new technologies as a part of their experiences in our schools.
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